
MVTR MEETING NOTES 2 September 2020  
Freedom Cycle, Concord, NH 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:00 pm with 
approximately 25 members present. 
 

Executive Meeting 
Last Thursday, the club officers and committee people met to review what the club has 
accomplished in the last year and to plan for the future. The following are the meeting 
summary points Tom made to the membership: 
 
Membership and Website 

 Art needs an assistant/alternate backup. We rely solely upon Art for membership 
and mass emailing to the club membership. Basic computer skills are needed to 
volunteer. 

 After a year, the new MVTR website platform is still an ongoing project. Art and 
Steve talked about getting together at some point to work on the website. Rupert 
mentioned visiting the site last week and was pleased with what he found. 

 Tom wants articles written up on work parties and Club activities such as the 
Rock Crusher and NE Classic for the website. John said he will comply with the 
request to continue writing them for the Hop Everett work parties he attends. 

 Tom wants to include the Sound Testing Survey Results on the web site. Chip 
suggested links to RSA 215 –A:12 I, II and III rather than paraphrasing them on 
the site. 

 
Hoit Road Marsh State Wildlife Management Area OHRV ban 

 A new, stand alone bill is now required for the upcoming legislative session. The 
Covid-19 shutdown killed our legislation in this year’s session. 

 We need a new sponsor for the bill. Jack Flanagan, who sponsored our past 
legislation, is not running for reelection. 

 Our new bill needs the support of Fish and Game, who could not support our 
amendment last year because it was tied to Nash Stream legislation. 

 MVTR and NHOHVA will support the New England Ice Riders in this legislative 
effort. 

 
NE Classic Charity Trail Ride 

 The 2021 event will be at the NH Motor Speedway.  
 The Speedway is dragging its feet on finalizing the Kid’s contract for 2021. Chip 

will follow up. 
 There will be a Kid’s Ride, and Chip should promote it at the NETRA banquet in 

January 2021. 
 
NETRA & Competition 

 Andy said that Covid-19 restrictions have shutdown events in CT and MA. 
 Any event anywhere will not have insurance coverage if not 100% compliant with 

all Covid-19 restrictions irregardless of premium payment. 



 There will be a NETRA sanctioning meeting for 2021 event dates in anticipation 
of no Covid-19 restrictions. What will next year bring? 

 The 2005 Polaris 6-wheeler has been depreciated off of the GIA list and will be 
transferred to the Competition Trailer. It does not require any service; all fluids 
were changed this year. 

 Andy and Andre hope to attend the next Weare Winter Wanderers meeting to 
present them with a $500 check for allowing us to store our trailers on their 
property. If they have postponed all meetings that Andy will present the check in 
person or have it sent with a note of appreciation. 

 
Hopkinton Everett Riding Area 

 Tom recently signed a five-year Memorandum of Understanding with Chris 
Gamache (Bureau of Trails Chief) for MVTR to maintain the riding area. It 
itemizes tasks we are obligated to perform. Tom will post a copy to MVTR.org. 

 The Hopkinon Everett trails have been highly used this year, requiring extra 
maintenance along with previously defined and approved project. MVTR/Hop 
Eve is in dire need of volunteers 

 Last year the Seacoast Trail Riders made a commitment to help with maintenance. 
Tom will reach out to their President.  

 Shawn Violett will take on the repairs of several small bridges on the Stark Pond 
Trail that MVTR hasn’t gotten to. 

 Tom has stressed that we need to keep up with signage, acknowledging that it is 
frequently ripped down by rogue riders. 

 There was discussion of how to increase the number of volunteers. Youth 
community service, increase notice and awareness is hoped to help bring forth 
help.  

 Tom believes that Hop-Eve requires a committee of volunteers working under the 
direction of Andre and Jim. At least two more souls that could be straw bosses for 
various projects. 

 James will order the new ATV now, with delivery expected in November. 
 

Insurance 
 Ron says we need one person to be responsible for insurance; he manages some 

policies, Chip others; and all are with the same agent. Chip will take control of 
insurance needs 

 Presently we have three policies for the three trailers, two policies for the two 6-
wheelers, one general liability policy for Hop-Ev, and another liability policy for 
club officers. 

 
Future Meetings in the age of Covid-19 

 October’s meeting and beyond will be indoors at Freedom Cycle. Maintaining the 
required social will be promoted, asking individuals to separate as best they can. 

 The seating arrangements that at been set up for this evening meeting was well 
thought out and lent itself well to social distancing. Tom believes that face masks 
are a political hot potato that he doesn’t want to touch, and will not require them.  
 



 
 

New Discussion Items 
 
Hopkinton Everett Riding Area 

 The riding area is the signature piece of the club. We had set an example of best 
practices to both the Bureau of Trails, other clubs, and to delegates from across 
the nation when we hosted a National OHRV Trails conference there in 2017. It 
gives us standing and credibility when engaging with the state and others with 
other issues. We must work hard to maintain that trust. We need the area to exist 
for the next generation of riders. 

 Trash pick up work parties are a task we stopped doing in recent years. If you see 
litter in the parking lot, on the roads, or out on the trails; please pick it up. 

 Tom wants a committee of volunteers to work under the direction of the Trail 
Master and Trail Administrator. The management is too much for two people. It 
seems a reasonable request given that both the Classic and Competition 
Committees each have 6-8 members for their events; with each event only taking 
place one weekend each year. Hop-Eve is a continuous 6 month effort. We are 
hoping for an individual to accept the task of signage coordinator. 

 Andre has set work party dates for 12, 13, 19, and 20 September. He cannot 
attend these dates and needs volunteer Trail Boss(es). Andre will deliver materials 
for rebuilding the loading ramps in the parking lot and setting concrete blocks on 
the Stark Pond and Bassett Mill trails. 

 Andre has suggested the state to allow us to delay until next May when the area is 
closed for mud season, the rebuilding of the Stark Pond trail bridge near the 
parking lot, this is a very large project that will take several days, and will close 
four of the six trails in the riding area. 

 The date of Geomat installation is unknown. The vendor has not been able to 
provide a delivery date. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Hawk Ride, Deerfield NH  September 20. 
 Al Seerless Ride, Salisbury NH (OHRV Registration required) October 3. 
 Seacoast Trail Riders Turkey Ride, Baldwin ME, October 10-11. 
 Slip Shot XXXIII, Hill NH (OHRV/Street Registration required) October 18. 
 

 
OHRV Instructor Training 

 Mike Bishop reported that the Bureau of Trails has reactivated the program after 
shutting down due to Covid-19.  

 Mike reported that any traffic ticket, or OHRV ticket in the previous five years 
disqualifies candidates from instructor training. 

 
Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm 
 

Approved by T. Levesque 3 September 2020 


