
NHOHVA Meeting Notes 6 Aug 2020 - JDM 

 

OHRV Statistics 

 OHRV registrations are up 25% over last year. 

 Club memberships (including MVTR) are down 10% from last year. 

 

Chief Chris Gamache – Bureau of Trails 

 All GIA grants approved and funding in pipeline. 

 Agency running 2-3 weeks behind schedule due to employees working remotely. 

 Major problems and complaints about wayward rental ATVs & UTVs up north. 

 Covid-19 guidelines that were issued in the spring are still in effect. 

 Clubs that lost income due to cancelled fund raising events may be qualified for 

Covid-19 funds. 

 E-bikes becoming much more prevalent and are difficult for law enforcement. 

Some are classified as bicycles and others require OHRV registration. Their 

restrictions are an inconsistent patchwork depending if it is Municipal, State, or 

Federal lands; with different rules for different federal lands. 

 

Capt. Mike Eastman – Fish and Game 

 The abuse of specialty commercial plates on UTVs is again becoming a problem. 

These vehicles have restrictions limiting their use to farms and commerce, and 

limited travel distance from “home”. 

 Fish and Game is being asked to cut their budgets so that their revenue can be 

redirected to other state agencies. 

 Eastman was taken to task by meeting attendees from the North Country 

regarding the hiring of two dedicated officers for OHRV and snowmobile 

enforcement. Both positions were funded, but only one hired. The unspent money 

for the second position is now a “surplus” to be sent to other agencies and not 

likely to return next year. 

 Tom Levesque asked why Fish and Game is still issuing tickets for quiet 

aftermarket exhausts. Eastman claims he has told his officers not to issues tickets 

unless they are loud or don’t have a spark arrestor.  

 

Glenn Wallace – Legislative Lobbyist 

 Due to Covid-19, there will be no 2020 meetings of the Packard Commission; a 

study group of some 16 OHRV related bills. NHOHVA does have a seat on the 

commission when it resumes work. 

 State Elections – clubs that are not for profits cannot directly be involved with 

candidates. More anti-OHRV candidates may win elections. 

 The Hoit Road Marsh amendment has effectively been killed due to Covid-19. 

We need to obtain a new standalone bill. Jack Flanagan, who sponsored our 

amendment last year, is not running for reelection. Glenn will meet with Tom 

Levesque to help us move forward. 


