
MVTR MEETING NOTES 5 February 2020 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:02 pm with 
approximately 50 members present. A few minutes later a meeting of the Classic Trail Ride 
Committee adjourned and its members joined this meeting, bringing the attendance to 
approximately 60. 
 
Youth OHRV Training 

 Six MVTR members have stepped forward to possibly become certified as instructors by 
Fish & Game. 

 The certification process includes participating in a training session for youths scheduled 
for 11 April at Souhegan Motor Sports in Milford. 

 MVTR is promoting a youth training session at Freedom Cycle on 26 April. 
 Ideally MVTR will promote three classes per year, with one of them in the fall. 
 Youths between the ages of 12 and the time they receive their driver’s license are 

required to take the class. Mass. has a similar requirement. The training curriculum 
includes operation, basic machine mechanicals, and laws. Completion also permits 
snowmobile use. 

 
Ed Ives Invitational 
Last weekend Ed hosted a four hour relay race at a large property in Warner. About 25 riders 
participated, mostly in three or four-man teams. Both Andre and Luke Marois road solo without 
team members as “Iron men”. Shawn Levesque ended up winning the Class with 19 laps, 70 or 
so miles. The three-mile loop conditions were described as challenging but fun. 
 
Eating for Optimal Sports Performance 
A presentation was made by Laura Ascenzi, RDN, LDN; who is an advisor to the St. Anselm 
athletic teams. Laura is a licensed medical professional who also has a private practice. She 
covered hydration and eating the right foods in the right amounts at the right times. Laura 
answered questions that included vitamin supplements, metabolic testing during ones annual 
physical, and cramping. Laura’s presentation included 42 slides, which she said she would make 
available to us to post on our website www.mvtr.org. 
  
New England Classic Charity Ride  

 A video was shown from the 1990 Classic. 
 MVTR is still negotiating the contract with NH Motor Speedway to permit the Kid’s 

Classic riders (ages 10-16) to camp with their parents/adults. Adults are covered by a 
separate contract between the CF Foundation and the Speedway. 

 Approvals have been received to continue using the Chester Turnpike. 
 The State of NH has denied the use the single track of Bear Brook State Park this year. 

We are investigating how we can re-secure its use. 
 MVTR received an award from NETRA for the Classic being the best trail ride of 2019. 
 Tom and others recently attended a recognition dinner hosted by the CF Foundation 

commending all the clubs that sponsor their charity events. 
 



MVTR Officer Elections 
Elections will be at the March meeting. If you want to run for an office let us know. 
 
Help Wanted – Inquire within 
Steve Semuski is stepping down as MVTR Trail Administrator for the Hopkinton-Everett Riding 
Area. We owe Steve a big debt of gratitude for regaining control of the paper work and 
successfully capturing GIA funds. Now we need someone to pick up the reigns. Please. 
 
NETRA Banquet 
Jared Szurley described his first-time visit. He enjoyed the vendor expo and was very impressed 
by the door prizes. He said the food was actually pretty good! 
 
Cold Stones Hare Scramble 
Our sisters and brothers of the Seacoast Trail Riders hosted the first hare scramble of the new 
year in January. After a very solid freeze leading up to the event, the days just before saw soaring 
temperatures and heavy rains. In some places riders were breaking through the ice and 
submerging up to their gas tanks in mud. In other places exiting puddles they would encounter an 
18 inch tall square edge of ice.  Tom said that one very large puddle has a large ice berg that 
riders had to dodge. Bikes couldn’t get up on the ice berg, so had to shot for an opening when it 
floated to one side or another. Tami Preve described how when she went through four inches of 
water to approach the start line she questioned her wisdom. Then she said it all turned out OK. 
 
Politics (yuk) 

 Now is the season that NHOHVA has to deal with all of the crazy bills in the State 
House. Bills to stop OHRVs on rail trails, let OHRVs on the roads, take them off the 
road, Bills to require soil tests and searches for rare species on trails ($$$). Petitions are 
going around. It can make your head hurt. 

 Last Wednesday we had a hearing before a Legislative Committee regarding the OHRV 
ban on Hoit Road Marsh in Concord. Representative Jack Flanagan, an MX rider, 
introduced an amendment to a Nash Stream OHRV bill for a partial repeal of the ban. We 
did well by having about 25 of our supporters present. The only person who spoke for 
keeping the ban was a Representative from Concord, who was speaking for her 
constituents. 

 The Hoit Road Marsh amendment has now been broken out as its own stand-alone bill. 
Another hearing for it is scheduled for Wednesday 12 February. The “anti OHRV” 
people now know they have some serious opposition and are gearing up. We need you 
there on Wednesday! 

 
Miscellaneous 

 Wendy and Nick are new members from Loudon 
 There was another new member from Laconia, but I didn’t get his name. 
 Tom adjourned the meeting at 9:15pm. 
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