
MVTR MEETING NOTES 4 DECEMBER 2019 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:08 pm with 
approximately 40 members present.  
 
John Ruffo Time Trial 
Jeff Noyles reported on the event which took place last weekend at the Landry Ranch in 
Windham. There were 22 riders and 20-30 spectators. 

 Attendance was about a third of previous years, likely due to the extreme cold. 
Thanksgiving weekend was a week later this year than it usually is. If the event was a 
week sooner it would have been 55° F and sunny. Note that in 2020 Thanksgiving will 
also be a week later than usual.   

 After expenses, $70 and six boxes of food was donated to the Shepherd’s Pantry food 
bank in Windham 

 Zach Zins had the best time of 17:14. He and Duane Call had been battling back and forth 
in the low 18 minutes before he broke away. 

 The course was shortened to 5.5 miles bypassing the hard technical sections. It was rated 
“E” for everyone. Riders road more laps than they typically did in previous years. 

 Duane described the course conditions as excellent: No mud or ice. 
 
MVTR online clothing store 

Tami Preve delivered the orders to the meeting. Not all were picked up. Please come get your 
orders. The online store may open again in the spring. Tami will survey to determine what 
items people may want; more youth sizes? Ron Sousa still has MVTR riding jerseys left after 
2 years. MVTR will discount them to $40 to move them. Ron will inventory the sizes and 
have Art Pepin put out an email to the club. 

 
NETRA Annual Meeting and Banquet 

 Will be in Rhode Island the weekend of 25-26 January. 
 Tom would like all MVTR Trail Bosses for the Classic and Rock Crusher events to 

attend so that they can promote their events. They will also receive jackets. 
 Activities include a vendor expo. See NETRA news for details. 

 
NH OHRV Youth Training 

 Tom would like MVTR members to volunteer to become instructors. They will be trained 
and certified by the state. Tom, Tucker, and others who have instructed in the past want 
to step away and we need new people. 

 In the spring, date TBD; Freedom Cycle will host a youth OHRV class that will be taught 
by a State of NH instructor. MVTR volunteers to help would be appreciated. 

 
Kids Classic 
Jay Lees is actively working with the NH Motor Speedway on finalizing the details of a contract 
for the kids camping there. He hopes to present a detailed financial estimate at the January 
meeting, and ask the membership to vote to implement the contract or decline. 
 



Chester Turnpike Closures 
 Both Allenstown and Hooksett had recently closed their Class VI portions of the turnpike 

to OHRV use. 
 Chip Fredette made a presentation to Allenstown asking for permission to use the 

turnpike for the Classic. By unanimous vote permission was granted. 
 Chip also made a presentation to Hooksett. Hooksett has asked him to meet with their 

Conservation Committee the second week of January. Indications are that they are 
sympathetic. 

 
Winter Riding 
It’s getting to be the season. If you have studded tires, put them on and use them. 

 Ed Ives hosts a series of rides at his property in Warner. Contact him via the MVTR face 
book page. 

 Many MVTR members ride at Bear Brook in the early morning, getting off the trails at 
9:00 am or so, when the snow surface starts to soften. 

 Duane Call and others ride at night. Less trail traffic. 
 The Seacoast Trail riders will host in January a winter hare scramble at MX207. 
 J-Day will have two events in February in Plainfield, CT. Riders do not need to join J-

Day to ride these events. 
 Mark Stock has tentatively scheduled the Icebox for Sunday 2 February. He stated that 

over the years the event has morphed from a fun event for MVTR members to a Mecca 
for northeast ice racers. He wants to scale it back to just current MVTR members and 
focus on getting kids to ride. He wants us to actively champion kids to ride. He wants to 
work with Seacoast Trail Riders to get their youth training bikes studded up and available 
for the event. 

 
MVTR First Aid Class 

 Chip Fredette has contacted SOLO regarding a repeat of the class they taught last March. 
They are on board and potential training dates need to be selected. 

 The one-day class will be taught at Freedom Cycle on a Sunday. 
 It is expected that the class size will be limited to 25. MVTR members will have priority. 

If empty seats are available we might open the course to Seacoast members. 
 
2019 ISDE Competition 

 Art Pepin reported on his experiences as an official photographer. His pix will 
accompany two articles in an upcoming Trail Rider magazine. 

 Both the USA men’s and women’s teams placed first. 
 The event was held in southern Portugal. Instead of the usual glorious weather the region 

is famous for, it rained every day; making for foggy, miserable riding conditions. 
 Both Art and Tom Levesque recommend the experience of being an AMA volunteer at an 

ISDE competition (Tom has done it twice). Volunteers are in the middle of it, staying at 
the hotel with the teams, and handing out water to riders on the course, and running 
errands such as delivering tools and equipment where needed. 

 The 2020 competition will be about an hour south of Milan, Italy at the end of August. 
  

 



Hoit Road Marsh OHRV Ban 
 The marsh is wholly contained within a state owned Wildlife Management area 

administered by Fish and Game. It lies in both Loudon and Concord. 
 An informal group known as the Hoit Marsh Ice Riders, have been riding bikes there 

since the 1960s; with the support of Fish and Game. MVTR member Mike Timmins (2nd 
generation ice rider) is the spokesperson for the group. 

 The one sentence ban was slipped into a 400 page state budget bill by Concord Mayor 
Jim Bouley and State Senator Dan Feltes. There was no public hearing or debate. Both 
Fish & Game and Bureau of Trails found out about the ban after the budget bill was 
signed into law by the Governor. 

 Feltes will not communicate directly with Mike Timmins. 
 As best can be determined, all of the complaints that led to the ban can be traced back to 

a single individual who is not an abutter and lives about 1/4 mile away, out of sight of the 
marsh. Previously both Fish & Game and the Concord Police found his numerous 
complaints as unsubstantiated and dismissed him as a crank. 

 This ban sets a bad legal precedence – Hoit Road Marsh is the first and only public body 
of water in the state to have an OHRV ban. The same underhanded legislative technique 
could be used to ban snowmobiles or other activities.  

 Mike Timmins is talking with sympathetic legislators hoping to get a removal of the ban 
introduced into legislation. The 2020 winter season is lost, but there is hope for the 2021 
season. 

 Tom Levesque and Mike Timmins met with the NHOHVA President and its lobbyist 
seeking assistance and guidance. Tom will formally ask for further assistance from 
NHOHVA. Tom needs to report back to NHOHVA with a status update. 

 
MVTR Growth 

 At the last NHOHVA meeting there was a presentation on how to grow club membership 
with social media manipulation. Tom believes that in our case as a bike club these efforts 
would create more work for our IT people with questionable benefit. Tom would rather 
see club promotion via word of mouth from members enjoying club activities. 

 Ron Sousa noted that club membership is down slightly from the previous year, currently 
at ~640. It is believed that the previous year, the first year of the club incentive OHRV 
registration discount, saw some ATV riders join our club who did not return. 

 Art Pepin noted that club membership expires December 31st, DO NOT renew before 
January 1st, 

 
Miscellaneous 

 Mike is a new member from Boston, MA (no place to ride down there). He rides a ’09 
YZ250F at Hop-Ev and Jericho. 

 Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:23pm, exactly matching Chip Fredette’s 1:17 running 
time from the last meeting! Do we have competition for the most succinct meeting? 
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