
MVTR MEETING NOTES 2 OCTOBER 2019 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:04 pm with 
approximately 50 members present.  
 
Freedom Cycle takes on the Ducati Line 
Rupert spoke about fulfilling a long desire to take on the line. He has 11 demonstrator bikes. He 
has hired a Ducati master mechanic to represent Freedom and Ducati in the northeast. Ducati is 
not a hardcore off-road bike manufacturer, but they do have several adventure bike models. 
 
Classic Charity Ride for CF 

 Northern Loop Trail Boss Jared Szurley held a work party on Saturday 28 September in 
the Shaker State Forest, Loudon. 20 yards of crushed stone was moved one mile up a 
snowmobile trail to a bridge and twelve water bars were assembled and installed. 17 
volunteers participated. The Long Distance Award went to Randy who trailered his 
excavator 75 miles each way from Byfield, MA to excavate trenches for water bars. Andy 
Anthony, Mark Stock, and Allen Tucker used their bucket loaders to fill David Rauseo’s 
mini 4-wheel drive dump truck for fill transport. 

 Southern Loop Trail Boss Chip Fredette needs to schedule a work party for Bear Brook 
State Park. There is a road section on the northern edge of the park that was whooped out 
by ATVs after the Classic. Rather than argue with the State that we were not responsible, 
it was agreed by MVTR that it is best to just fix it and stay in their good graces. 

 Chip also announced that two large land parcels in Loudon have become available for 
single track for the 2020 Classic. Trail work will begin in spring. 

 The first planning meeting for the 2020 Classic took place earlier this evening. It looks 
likely that the Kid’s Classic, as an MVTR/NETRA sponsored event will return next year 
with the original range of kid’s ages. A final decision will be made after all cost estimates 
have been obtained. 

 
Hop-Ev Riding Area 

 Trail reclamation needs to be completed on BT and River Loop. Progress has been slow. 
 Trail Master Andre Marois is planning to have a work party 26-27 October for the 

terracing of River Loop in the off-camber section along the stone wall (the Alpine 
Garden). 

 The new enclosed equipment trailer has been received. Andre is up-fitting racks to tools. 
Tom Levesque is arranging for the application of the MVTR livery (logos). 

 
OHRV Laws and Enforcement.  

 There is another report of a Fish and Game Officer issuing a loud/modified exhaust ticket to 
a trail bike owner. The excuse again was “that is an FMF exhaust, and they are loud”. Not all 
FMF exhausts are louder than stock. The laws conflict: Some KTM stock exhausts do not 
have spark arrestors, but if you put on an after market exhaust to comply with the spark 
arrestor requirement you are vulnerable to a fine for modifying the exhaust system. When 
this was discussed at last month’s meeting, Tom asked the membership if he should bring 
this up at the next NHOHVA annual meeting which will be attended by the Bureau of Trails 



and Fish and Game, or let sleeping dogs lie? The consensus was not to stir the pot. Tom now 
thinks Fish and Game needs to be educated regarding FMF exhausts. 

 House Bill 4, a 183 page budget bill, had a line slipped into it banning OHRV use on Hoit 
Road Marsh in Concord. The marsh is a wildlife management area under the jurisdiction of 
Fish and Game, who were unaware of this item in the bill. MVTR member Mike Timmins 
has fostered a very popular winter ice riding recreational effort there, with support from Fish 
and Game. It is possible this bill item was the result of a single politically-connected person. 
Mike Timmins, a State employee, formerly with Fish and Game, is leading the response. 
Visit Mike’s New England Ice Riders face book page for the latest news. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 Al Girard is hosting a camp out and ride next Friday evening through Sunday at his 
property in Salisbury, NH. A challenging 6-7 mile single track with hill climbs and 
descents. The suggested donation to cover the cost of port potties is $20. 

 The Mont Vernon Challenge will be Saturday 26 October. Host Jim Bird says the grill 
will be fired up. 

 The John Ruffo Challenge will be Saturday 30 November at the Landry Ranch in 
Windham. 

 
Tech Talk 

 Tom and Andy Anthony spoke about a recent race where the moon dust was so bad that 
there were top riders who DNF’ed due to clogged air filters. Filter skins and pre-filters 
are mature technology that could have permitted them to continue. Both fit over the air 
filter and when dirty can be quickly removed to expose a clean filter underneath.  

 Tom relayed that his using soap and water to mount tires caused his rims to corrode to a 
point of structural compromise. on the inside. He switched to WD-40 and still had rusty 
rims. 

 
MVTR Clothing 

 The online order site will be reopened for two weeks in time for Christmas orders. 
 
Miscellaneous 

 Wally is a new member from Manchester. 
 Next month VP Chip Fredette will run the meeting. Chip promises it will be a 40 minute 

meeting. 
 Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:37pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by Tom Levesque 6 October 2019 


