
MVTR MEETING NOTES 7 August 2019 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:13 pm with 
approximately 65 members present.  
 
Hop-Ev Riding Area 

 The “Bridge to Far”, also known as the “Swinging Bridge”, the suspension bridge on 
River Loop, was recently re-decked. The bridge was inaccessible by ATV and material 
had to be carried in by hand. Thank you to those who made it happen. 

 Trail reclamation has been made on about half of BT and River Loop.  More than just 
trimming face slappers, growth from over the years - saplings up to 1-1/2 inch in 
diameter, are being cut back adjacent to the trails. When the trail reclamation is complete, 
there should be several years of respite from significant trimming. 

 The next major project is the terracing of River Loop in the off-camber section along the 
stone wall. 

 When performing trail maintenance, even just moving a downed tree while out for a ride, 
snap a pix and send it to ta@mvtr.org. 

 Note that the Army Corp of Engineers has two rangers out patrolling all of the trails – 
mind your manners and be friendly to them. 

 Grant in Aid funding has been approved for the purchase of a new enclosed equipment 
trailer. Trail Master Andre Marois wants to set this trailer up just for Hop-Ev 
maintenance. It will contain the new six-wheeler, the stock trailer, and tools. 

 Next year’s Grant in Aid application will include geomat for River Loop and a new 4x4 
ATV. 

 Andre would like to purchase some electric trimmers for face slappers. 
 
Rock Crusher Recapitulation 
The MVTR race weekend took place in early July. Where as all other MVTR events benefit 
charities, this is the one event that puts money in our treasury. 

 Andy Anthony related that we were fortunate with excellent weather and trail conditions 
this year. The racing was good and there were no significant problems. As usual there 
were an outstanding number of club volunteers who turned out to make it the ideal event 
in the NETRA race series. 

 Bob DeRose praised the smooth operation, from waivers through parking, sign ups, tech 
inspection, and racing. The race course had excellent road access for quick response to 
issues. 

 Lynne Anthony praised the army of volunteers who quickly cleaned up the venue after 
racing was completed Sunday afternoon, thus allowing the trail bosses to depart in the 
early evening. 

 Steve Semuskie described the course as tough for the Vintage racers. 
 About $24k in revenue was taken in, and after about $17k of expenses, $6,257 of profit 

went into our treasury. 
 
 
 



The 24 Hour Challenge 
Recently took place in Andover, NY. MVTR members Bob Derose, Mark Stock, Shawn 
Levesque and Payton Preve were include in four multi-member teams and Andre Marois and his 
son formed a two-man family team. 

 Bob DeRose described it as a hare scramble that ran from 10:00 am to 10:00 am the next 
day, and as a relay race. Each lap was 12 miles and about 35 minutes – open trails with 
no difficult technical sections. His six-man team started out with each rider doing two 
laps; riding just over an hour and then getting a five hour break. At night each rider rode 
one lap. 

 Andre said it rained during the night while racing and the clay got very greasy. Narrow 
trails got very rutted. 

 
NETRA and other Events 

 The Rhody Enduro was described as very hot and dry. 
 The Seacoast Trail Riders Enduro is next Sunday. Maine has issued an event permit that 

will accommodate non-plated bikes on the street transfer sections. The course is 69 miles 
long with two gas stops. 

 The Ed Ives Invitational ride is coming up. Contact Ed by the MVTR face book page if 
you are interested. 

 The Hawk Ride is 15 September, with BBQ pre-registration due the end of this month. 
See the MVTR face book page. 

 The Ammo trail ride is 7-8 September, with BBQ pre-registration due 31 August. 
Saturday’s Vermont section has reduced the road content to yield 70 miles of mostly 
trails. Sunday’s ride in NH is more technical, with about 115 miles total. 

 
A New Event Property? 
Jim Allard, a MVTR member, has 236 acres in Marlow that contains 9 miles of single track. He 
is adding 150 acres to the parcel this summer. He has offered it to MVTR for use as a possible 
hare scramble venue. Tom suggested that Jim host a club ride so that venue could be evaluated. 
 
Kid’s Classic Charity Ride for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
For the recent 2019 ride, the National CF Foundation had raised the minimum rider age from 10 
to 14 years. At last month’s meeting, Mike Harrison discussed making a motion for the club to 
vote on changing the benefiting charity for the Classic from the CF Foundation to another charity 
that would permit riders as young as 10 years of age. The motion was not made. Mike would 
then craft a letter to the CF Foundation expressing our displeasure, which MVTR would vote 
upon at the next meeting (August) as to whether or not to send. 
 
Since the July meeting, Kid’s Classic Trail Boss Jason Lees has finalized a compromise with the 
National CF Foundation for the 2020 Classic: 

 The Kid’s Classic will be a MVTR – Netra only event, with no affiliation with CF. Rider 
registration will be made directly with MVTR. 

 We are back to our previous rider’s age range of 10-16 years. 
 The kids will be allowed to camp with CF Classic riders at NH Motor Speedway. 
 After all expenses are deducted from the registration fees, any remaining funds may be 

donated to the CF Foundation as coming from MVTR. 



After discussion regarding the above, Mike Harrison withdrew his motion to vote on sending his 
letter to the CF Foundation. 
 
New NH OHRV Laws 

 In 2021, registration dates will change from July 1st – June 30th, to May 1st- April 30th, to 
better match the riding season. 

 Riders under 16 without a driver’s license on public roads where permitted must be 
accompanied by another rider who is 25 years of age or older. OHRV riding classes for 
these youths must now include road rules. 

 Fines have increased: Speeding and excess sound went from $124 to $248. No sticker 
and trespassing are now $248. Wet land violations are the same at up to $10,000. 

 
House Bill 591, which goes into effect September 10th, adds some new requirements, relaxes 
some old ones, and makes it harder for towns to open and close trails in secret. 

 OHRVs with factory high-low beams must dim their high beams when approaching 
another vehicle, or passing within 150 feet. 

 Additional aftermarket lighting must be extinguished on a public way, when approaching 
another vehicle, or passing within 150 feet of another vehicle. 

 DOT approved helmets are required for all riders under the age of 18. 
 Eye protection is required for riders of all ages, unless the OHRV is equipped with a 

windshield. 
 Accidents resulting in property damage of $1000 must be reported to the police; where as 

the old limit was $500. 
 Towns and cities must advertise public meetings regarding OHRV regulations on public 

ways, including class V and class VI roads, a minimum of 14 days in advance, and notify 
property abutters by verified (registered) mail. This applied to both opening new trails 
and closing existing trails. 

 
No new members were present. Tom adjourned the meeting at 9:08pm. 
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