
 
MVTR GENERAL MEETING NOTES - 6 April 2016  

Freedom Cycle - Concord  

Presiding President Tom Levesque called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm with 

approximately 45-50 members present.  

The Road to Daytona is a Hard One 

Many of the MVTR members who went south had mechanical misadventures. Peter 

Anania had the transmission in his van go out in Washington, DC. Glenn Harvey and 

Natasha lost a serpentine belt in Jacksonville, FL. Glenn thought he was slick pulling a 

bicycle out and  riding 3 miles to get a new belt; only to discover that the belt broke due 

to a seized idler pulley. Back on the bike rides Glenn for more parts. One night in heavy 

interstate traffic the Anthony's hit a bump with their new camper and lost all of their 

lights. Andy found a broken bolt underneath that secured a bunch of ground wires to the 

chassis; a quick repair and they were on their way. Jim Senecal got a flat tire at 10:30 at 

night in a white-out. He had a spare, but no lug wrench. AAA road side assistance comes 

to his aid at 1:00am, where upon Jim grabs the wrench from the tech and changes his own 

damn tire. 

 

President Tom just couldn't catch a break. Pulling an old trailer with a high mileage SUV, 

he gets stuck in Raleigh, NC due to a white out. The next day he realizes one of the trailer 

tires is showing cord. The transmission in the SUV is shuddering. Could it be related to 

the illuminated check engine light he covered up before he left home? Replacing the 

spark plugs and an ignition coil gets the SUV running like new. Arriving in Florida he 

finds the forks on his KTM blown out and fluid spewed about the trailer. Factory 

Connection was on site and fixes his forks the night before the big race. Tom oversleeps 

in his enclosed bike trailer and barely gets the forks on his bike before his start time. 

What else could go wrong? On his way home a shock on the enclosed trailer comes loose 

and punctures a tire. And the trailer falls off the jack before he can get the spare on. 

 

It isn't Florida's fault. Steve Semuskie trailered his Land Rover to an off-road meet in 

Maine. At -13°F the Rover started fine, but the tow vehicle would not.  

 

 

The Riding Season is upon us 
 

Last weekend Pilgrim Sands had an event and Wareham MX had a Woods-o-Cross. 

 

The NETRA Youth Clinic is this coming weekend. April 15-17, 2016. 

 

April will have the first Turkey Run and the Thompson Dam Fun Day. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Pisgah Posse 

J. P. Bernier has been in contact with the Ranger at Pisgah State Park and several other 

local riders concerning single track development in the park. Tom Levesque discussed 

this with Chris Gamache at Bureau of Trails. Development would be limited to 

connecting several dead end trails into continuous loops. MVTR will not take the lead on 

this effort. A new club may spin off to sponsor the development. MVTR will lend 

support to the new club when appropriate. 

 

Rokons are ATVs. Really. 

Recently there has been some push back on Rokon riders in the North Country where 

trail bikes are prohibited. Rokons are very slow, two wheeled, two wheel drive machines 

with very wide balloon tires running a couple of PSI or less. Fish and Game say they are 

not trail bikes, but ATVs and can be ridden there. Note; Vermont also registers Rokons as 

ATVs and not as trail bikes. 

 

HB 521 - The Club Incentive Bill 

As described in more detail at previous meetings, those who do not belong to a NH 

OHRV club will pay $30 more for OHRV registrations, with all of the extra money going 

to Grant-in-Aid trail maintenance. 

 

Yesterday at a legislative hearing, 4 MVTR members and 15 ATV club members 

attended to show their support. Chris Gamache from the Bureau of Trails is opposed to 

the bill. He is concerned that the increased fee will drive registrations to Maine, where 

they will be less expensive (but the new fee will still be cheaper than Mass and VT). Also 

the full fee increase will go to Grant-in-Aid. Currently most of the OHRV registration fee 

goes to the Bureau of Trails and Fish and Game, with only a portion going to trail 

maintenance. 

 

Several ATV clubs that maintain trails are in an even more precarious financial condition 

than MVTR, and facing bankruptcy. President Tom will be sending out an e-mail to 

MVTR members to contact their state legislator to voice support for the bill. 

 

MVTR Hare Scramble 

Andy Anthony reported that the 5.2 mile course was completed two weeks ago with the 

last work party. There is still a 3/4 mile connector to complete just before the July event. 

The final route of the connector is dependant on activities in the working pit area. Some 

28 volunteers participated in the last work party. 399 man-hours have been spent in site 

development so far. The landowner is very pleased with the responsibility MVTR has 

displayed. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New England Classic 

The CF foundation computer server trouble has been resolved. On-line pledging is 

working smoothly. 

 

John O'Conner reports that a landowner concern with the Mill on Sanborn Road has been 

resolved. 

 

Glenn Harvey has signup sheets for volunteers. 

 

Jared Szurley states that being a sweep or pre-rider comes with responsibilities. A 

volunteer must ride the course in a work party at least twice before the event. One must 

know where he or she is at all times, and the best access points for first responders. 

 

The course is off limits before and after the event. Rogue riders will cause us to loose 

access from landowners. Riders on work parties actually carry permission letters from 

Fish and Game. Rogue riders will also cause us to loose the hare scramble site, so don't 

go there either. 

 

Freedom Cycle is putting together a team to shepherd new riders through the Classic. 

 

Outgoing VP Glenn Harvey has been working with incoming VP Steve Semuskie on the 

transition. 2016 event permits from the Bureau of Trails are in process and expected to be 

completed mid-May. 

 

Windham Anti-OHRV Ordinance 
Jeff Noyles reported on a situation were one resident was trying to get a town ordinance 

prohibiting OHRV use on town owned land, and specifically the Landry Ranch because it 

has a conservation easement. This resident also wanted to close Jeff's auto repair business 

and evict Jeff's uncle Vic from the family home of some 75 years. The Landry family was 

forced to hire a lawyer.  After meeting with town officials, Jeff believes they have 

resolved it in favor of the Landry family. 

 

 

Hopkinton-Everett Riding Area  

Next Wednesday 13 April at 7:00 there will be a meeting open to all who are interested at 

Allen Tucker's garage, 93? Grapevine Road, Dunbarton. The agenda includes 2016 trail 

projects, equipment maintenance, and budgets. 

 

The area is currently closed for Mud Season, reopening 23 May. 

 

Ron Sousa will resume the Wednesday evening club rides when the area reopens. 

 

 

 



 

 

NH Youth OHRV Training 

is required for those between the ages of 12-16. MVTR needs to provide instructors for 

those youth who want to ride trail bikes. Fish and Game will provide training to the 

instructors. 

 

Netra Events in Mass. 

The Mass website now claims that they accept youth OHRV training from NH. Andy 

Anthony has not been able to verify this with his contacts in Mass enforcement. 

 

 

Canadian Roaming Rally 

Dave Rauseo reported that his team is full, but if others are interested in going, there is 

room to form another team. Signups close soon for the 21 June event. This is a multi-day 

trail ride north of Ottawa, where riders do not have a route sheet, nor an arrowed trail to 

follow. It is a test of woods navigation by GPS and reading the lay of the land (and lots of 

water). 

May Meeting 

 Rob Nye from Parts Unlimited will make a presentation. 

The 50:50 raffle will return. 

Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:52 pm.  

 


