
MVTR GENERAL MEETING NOTES 5 September 2018 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:09 pm with 
approximately 50 members present. 
 
Colorado 500 
Allen Tucker and Dan Murray just returned from the event with 20 other riders. It was 
Tucker’s 30th year attending. The event organizers operate their own EMT service with 
vehicles adapted to the challenging wilderness area. Unfortunately, the EMT service was 
well used by MVTR members, but fortunately no life-threatening injuries. Abby DeRose 
won the Rooky of the Year award. Mark Stock took Iron Man, riding the Suzuki he won 
at the Classic charity raffle. Dan was Rider of the Year. Tucker received the Centennial 
Award. Bob DeRose spoke about the effects of altitude on bikes and riders, and his new 
Fuel Injected 300. Genevieve spoke about the warm reception by the locals for the bikes 
and riders, the presentation of checks to charities, and the incredible scenery. 
 
Landry Ranch Rides 

 The last ride, which was on Labor Day, had about 20 riders. The heat was 
oppressive, but everyone took it easy and stayed hydrated. 

 There will be another ride on a Sunday soon, maybe the 15th or 22nd of September. 
 The John Ruffo Time Trial will be on Saturday 24 November. 

 
Wednesday Club Rides at Hop-Ev 
The number of riders has tapered off to between 5 and 15. It is getting dark earlier. 
Generally, the riders are more experienced and head directly to the challenging single 
track. Tom lamented that he doesn’t have slow riders to accompany him on the easier 
trails. 
 
Classic Committee 
Lisa and John O’Connor have scheduled a meeting for 5:00 pm Wednesday 6 November 
2018 at Freedom Cycle. 
 
Hop-Ev Maintenance 

 Trail Captain Andre Marois asked that when people report maintenance issues 
that they try to be more specific in the location. Stating that “there is a tree down 
on River Loop” doesn’t help him zero in on where to access the location along 7 
miles of trail. 

 Chris Connacher has completed hanging “Wrong Way” signs at the trail locations 
where problems have been reported. He has been too busy removing downed trees 
on the trails for the last several weeks to hang mile marker signs. He has stenciled 
signs for all of BT, and half of River Loop. He hopes to finish up mile markers 
soon. 

 Tom asked that we focus on getting the mile markers completed and then move to 
updating the trail atlas that is distributed to first responders. 

 



 
Competition and Rides 

 Hard Knox had a horrendous mud pit about 150 yards long where numerous bikes 
over-heated and a few blew up. 

 The Stateline hare scramble was fun. 
 The enduro put on by the Seacoast Trail Riders was tough. 
 The J-Day race courses have been like a smooth paved highway compared to the 

Netra courses. 
 The Ammo 2-day trail ride is this coming weekend. 
 The Mont Vernon Posse Challenge will be Saturday 13 October. The event is 

open only to card carrying members of MVTR and Seacoast Trail Riders. There 
will not be a pig roast at this event this year. 

 The Hawk Ride is scheduled for Sunday 28 October in Deerfield. You can sign up 
to ride that day, but to partake in the excellent catered meal you must pre-register. 

 The Buckfield, ME 2-day ride will be limited to 50 riders. Contact David 
Bishop @  207-576-6136 for more info. 

 The Cycle Conservation Club of Vermont has been putting a series of dual sport 
rides that have opened up riding opportunities in VT. See https://www.cccofvt.org/ 

 
 
Safety and First Aid Training 

 Do not ride alone, take a buddy. There was a recent tragedy in NY where a lone 
rider crashed and eventually succumbed to his injury after considerable time and 
effort to try get out of the woods alone. His family didn’t report him missing until 
the next morning. He probably would have survived with timely care. 

 John Mesick and John O’Conner have been looking into first aid training for 
MVTR event sweep riders. The most important responsibility of sweep riders is 
dealing with medical issues until the “professionals” arrive. Mechanical issues are 
secondary. Chip Fredette has been EMT certified by an outfit called Solo and will 
contact them for information regarding sweep training. 

 
Zero Resistance Throttle 
Tom Erdmann made a presentation of a new product he is manufacturing and selling 
(patent pending); a throttle tube assembly with ball bearing supports at both ends of the 
tube. It can be retrofitted to most of the common bikes. The primary result is low fiction 
which contributes to more precise throttle control and less fatigue. He does not yet offer 
progressive cams but expects to offer them in the future. The bark buster model has a 
MSRP of $248, and the non-bark buster model has a MSRP of $215. More information 
can be had at http://www.zrthrottle.com/ 
 
MVTR Riding Jerseys 
Ron Sousa will order 50, and sell them until they are gone. 
 
There were no new members present. There was no 50:50 raffle. 
Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:34pm 


