
MVTR MEETING NOTES 6 NOVEMBER 2019 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
Vice President Chip Fredette presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:07 pm with 
approximately 50 members present.  
 
NETRA Sanction 
Both the Classic Charity Trail Ride for CF and the Rock Crusher Competition Weekend have 
been applied for sanctioning on their usual dates. No conflicts with other NETRA events are 
expected. 
 
MVTR online clothing store 

The store is now closed. Orders will be brought to the next meeting in December. 
 
Highlights from the NHOHVA annual meeting held 26 October 
 
1. Lobbyist Report 

 Bills for the upcoming legislative session are still being applied for, ~700 so far out 
of 1000 expected. 

 So far nothing overtly “anti” OHRV, must keep eyes open. Several expected OHRV 
bills are expected to be put in a cluster to be forwarded to an OHRV Study 
Committee headed by Sherman Packard of Derry 

 In recent years many pro or neutral traditional outdoor sports legislators have been 
replaced by tree hugging “anti’ OHRV”ers.  

 As 503 (c) not for profits, we can only lobby for legislation changes – we cannot 
spend money directly for or against candidates. NHOHVA spends the IRS limit less 
$100 on lobbying. 

 A full list plus “watch list” of legislators who are “anti” will be released. A campaign 
of phone calls and letters from riders can have an influence on them. 

 One of the unintended consequences of last year’s legislation was the requirement of 
both a helmet and a child seat for young children in OHRVs. Children’s Hospital at 
Dartmouth has brought this to the attention of the legislature that this is an unsafe 
combination. 

 
2. F&G Report 

 Eastman, the new head, wants his officers to get to know the clubs better by attending 
club meetings. 

 Only 3% of OHRV stops result in a ticket. 
 
3. Bureau of Trails Grant in Aid (GIA) 

 Same as last year, $600k out of available $900k was applied for by the clubs. The $300k 
left on the table goes to Bureau of Trails discretionary use. 

 The current GIA grant is 60% of the project, with 40% of project $ from clubs. Some 
clubs cannot afford the 40%, and don’t apply for all the projects they would like to. 

 Bureau of Trails doesn’t want to give up the leftover GIA $, so NHOHVA is going over 
the head of the Bureau of Trails Chief to try to negotiate an 80:20 GIA split. 



4. NHOHVA Budget 
 New budget passed, similar to last year. 
 Paid full time Operations Manager implemented. He brings a level of professionalism, 

consistency, and responsiveness to the organization for short money. 
 Previously NHOHVA surpluses would be returned to the members in the form of reduced 

dues. There is a proposal that an “emergency fund” be created with a portion of the 
surpluses. It could be used by club that needs to make emergency trail repairs. It is yet to 
be determined who and how it is decided who gets the money. Is it a loan or grant; 
something that would be repaid after GIA reimbursement or forgiven? Tom has concerns 
about the procedures for the concept and has asked for a committee be put in place and a 
draft of guidelines to be presented to the Board of Directors as soon as possible. These 
are honest, good people.  
 

5. White Mountain National Forest 
Bureau of Trails is beginning to work on opening up a few snowmobile trails in WMNF for 
OHRV use. Due to federal environmental regulations it will take 2-3 years to open new trails if it 
is even possible. Using existing snowmobile trails might speed the approval. At this point the 
proposed trails are very limited, and the goal is to get the OHRVs off of public roads in Stark and 
Milan that connect existing OHRV trails. 
 
Freedom Cycle Events 

 On Saturday 23 November, they will have a float in the Concord Christmas Parade. They 
are looking for youths to ride Stacyc electric bikes and Striders, and toss candy from the 
float. 

 On Saturday 30 November, they are clearing out the showroom for another Stacyc youth 
demo day. Freedom would appreciate a few volunteers from MVTR. 

 In the spring, date TBD; they will host a youth OHRV class that will be taught by a State 
of NH instructor. 

 
Chester Turnpike Closures 

 Both Allenstown and Hooksett had recently closed their Class VI portions of the turnpike 
to OHRV use. 

 Chip made a presentation to Allenstown asking for permission to use the turnpike for the 
Classic. By unanimous vote permission was granted. 

 Chip also made a presentation to Hooksett. Hooksett will hold a public hearing, and there 
is some indication that they may be sympathetic. MVTR members who are Hooksett 
residents are encouraged to attend the hearing. 

 
Kids Classic 
Jay Lees is actively working with the NH Motor Speedway on finalizing the details of a contract 
for the kids camping there. He expects to present a detailed financial estimate at the December 
meeting, and ask the membership to vote to implement the contract or decline. 
 
 
 
 



Hoit Road Marsh OHRV Ban 
 The marsh is wholly contained within a state owned Wildlife Management area 

administered by Fish and Game. It lies in both Loudon and Concord. 
 An informal group known as the Hoit Marsh Ice Riders, have been riding bikes there 

since the 1960s; with the support of Fish and Game. MVTR member Mike Timmins (2nd 
generation ice rider) is the spokesperson for the group. 

 The one sentence ban was slipped into a 400 page state budget bill by Concord Mayor 
Jim Bouley and State Senator Dan Feltes. There was no public hearing or debate. Both 
Fish & Game and Bureau of Trails found out about the ban after the budget bill was 
signed into law by the Governor. 

 As best can be determined, all of the complaints that lead to the ban can be traced back to 
a single individual who is not an abutter and lives about 1/4 mile away out of sight of the 
marsh. Previously both Fish & Game and the Concord Police found his numerous 
complaints as unsubstantiated and dismissed him as a crank. 

 This ban sets a bad legal precedence – Hoit Road Marsh is the first and only public body 
of water in the state to have an OHRV ban. 

 Mike Timmins is gathering information for a coordinated campaign of phone calls and 
letter writing to politicians to have the ban repealed. 

 Tom Levesque has formally asked for assistance from NHOHVA. Tom and Mike met 
with the NHOHVA President and it’s lobbyist seeking assistance and direction. 

 
Hop-Ev Work Party 
Andre and Steve will host a work party this Sunday 10 November. Meet at the parking lot at 
9:00am. Please bring picks and shovels. The task is to enhance the terracing in the Alpine 
Garden on River Loop. 
 
MVTR Continuing Education 

 The membership expressed interest in another 1-day first aid class this winter. 
 Chip proposed having a dietician make a presentation on athletic preparation at a meeting 

this winter. The membership expressed interest. 
 
John Ruffo Time Challenge 
Jeff Noyles will be hosting at the Landry Ranch in Windham the Saturday after Thanksgiving. 
The event is open to MVTR and Seacoast members. Donations benefit the Shepherds Pantry. A 
pot luck event, bring a crock pot or other food item. 
 
Mont Vernon Time Challenge 
Jim Bird reported that fun was had by all. 4.4 miles of arm pump. $183 donated to the fire dept. 
 
Miscellaneous 

 Jim is a new member from Manchester. 
 Next month VP Chip Fredette will run the meeting again. 
 Chip adjourned the meeting at 8:24pm (1:17 running time). 

 
 
 
 

Approved by Chip Fredette and Tom Levesque 


