
MVTR MEETING NOTES 3 Oktober 2018 
FREEDOM CYCLE - CONCORD 

 
President Tom Levesque presided over the meeting, calling it to order at 7:02 pm with 
approximately 55 members present. 
 
Old Men who used to Race 
A new group of veterans of 1970s MX racing has formed. They are active on Facebook 
and are holding events around the northeast. Check them out. 
 
Winter Riding 
There has been recent chatter on the MVTR Facebook page about preparing for winter 
riding. It might be a bit premature since it is only the beginning of autumn, but there is a 
very enthusiastic winter riding community within the club. Some of the basics to 
remember: 

 The best conditions are when the crust of snow is frozen hard, supporting the 
weight of the bike. Riding though 4 inches or more of powder is like riding in 
deep sand. Not fun for most people. Generally, when conditions are the worst for 
sleds, they are the best for bikes; and visa versa. 

 The time to ride is from daybreak to say, 9:00am. Once the sun starts to soften the 
hardpack wheeled vehicles will rut the trail which the snowmobilers don’t 
appreciate. 

 There is also a group of riders who like night riding with auxiliary lights. 
 Bikes with a valid OHRV sticker are permitted to ride at Bear Brook and 

Pawtuckaway state parks anytime trail conditions permit sleds. 
 The Hop-Ev riding area is always open except when closed for mud season. 

Andre Marois, the Hop-Ev Trail Captain, will probably be grooming the trails 
again this year. 

 To ride on snowmobile trails outside these areas, a snowmobile sticker is 
required. Only Timbersled conversion kitted bikes meet the legal requirements to 
obtain a snowmobile sticker; however, a sticker selling agent will probably sell 
you a sticker for a bike without the conversion kit. 

 Sheet metal screws are discouraged for use in tires, they shed quickly leaving 
hazards in the trails for all users. Cold Cutters and Grip Studs are screws designed 
to be used in tires and can be easily installed by do-it-your-selfers. Mike Costa 
(MVTR Facebook member) sells good quality premade tires at good prices. 

 
Hop-Ev Maintenance 

 Shawn Violett from the Bureau of Trails has been grooming trails this September. 
This is a big improvement over previous years when he would groom early in the 
season and the trails would be whooped out before they set for winter. 

 Props to Chris Connacher for his on-going maintenance of Hop-Ev. 
 Recently a third party suggested that MVTR has slacked off on Hop-Ev 

maintenance. Tom spoke with the BOT chief and advised him of the spring efforts 
and continued work throughout the summer.  



 Although not required for Grant-in-Aid funding, Steve Semuski has resumed the 
recording of all volunteer maintenance hours at the area. It is evidence to the 
Bureau of Trails of our continued deserving of maintenance funds. 

 Tom would like Allen Tucker to host a Hop-Ev 2019 maintenance planning 
meeting in January. For example, Tom thinks trimming face-slappers on the 
single track is one project that might require ten man-days. 

 
 
Competition Events and Rides 

 Tami reported that the Wood Chopper hare scramble was fun but the lack of 
passing areas made it frustrating. Jeremy Anthony took a first place by getting out 
front quickly and staying there. 

 Tom reported on his recent Mason-Dixon GNCC event. Each lap was 14 miles, 
repeatedly crossing the PA-WV state line. A 14-mile loop makes one rethink 
about going out for one more lap. 

 The Seacoast Trail Riders Noble Woods turkey run is this coming weekend. They 
have new trail and the weather forecast is great. This is usually one of the best 
turkey rides in the series. 

 The Mont Vernon Posse Challenge will be Saturday 13 October. The event is 
open only to card carrying members of MVTR and Seacoast Trail Riders. There 
will not be a pig roast at this event this year. 

 The King Philip turkey ride is Sunday 21 October. It is the last turkey ride in the 
NETRA series. 

 The Hawk Ride is scheduled for Sunday 28 October in Deerfield. You can sign up 
to ride that day, but to partake in the excellent catered meal you must pre-register. 

 The NETRA Jack Frost family ride is 27-28 October in Oxford, MA. It is a 
recreational ride one day and a Jr. Enduro another day. 

 The John Ruffo Challenge at the Landy Ranch is Saturday 24 November. It is a 
pot-luck food event, with a requested food and/or financial donation to the Good 
Shepard food pantry. 

 
Kurt Flash of Trail Rider Magazine 

 Tom and Shawn Levesque recently tested a pre-production Kenda Ibex front tire 
at Hop-Ev with Kurt. The tire hooked up well but is expected to be short lived 
like the Ibex rear if used on pavement or by overly aggressive throttle jockeys in 
the rocks. It goes into production soon. 

 Kurt is very supportive of MVTR and their activities, and Tom encourages our 
members to support Trail Rider by subscribing. 
  

MVTR Webmaster 
Paul Gallagher and Steve Moltisanti have spoken with Art Pepin about taking over 
MVTR.org, but it isn’t a done deal yet. We still need the website as a long-term archive 
for public access of documents and photos. Also, any google search yields the website. 
 
 
 



Safety and First Aid Training 
 John Mesick reported on what the Red Cross has offered to MVTR. A standard 

class lasts one day, with a cost of $93 per student. Currently they have 114 classes 
scheduled between now and the end of the year in their Manchester and Concord 
locations, many of which are on Saturdays and Sundays. They will offer a custom 
class at our location with discounts for ten, or more than 12 students. 

 Chip Fredette reported on what Solo has offered MVTR. They only offer onsite 
classes. Their standard class is two consecutive days with a cost of $150-190 per 
student. Tom asked Chip to investigate if Solo will offer a custom one-day class. 

 Rupert Dance of Freedom Cycle offered the use of their conference room as a 
possible class location. 

 Tom asked that Chip, John, and Dan Murray work together in determining the 
best training curriculum. 

 Mark LaFlamme said that first aid training was extensively discussed at the last 
Seacoast Trail Riders meeting and that they would like to be included in our 
efforts. 

 
2019 NH State Legislature Agenda 

 A bill may be introduced to prohibit OHRV use without a street registration on 
Class V and VII roads. Other than farm plates and other very limited registrations, 
there currently is no mechanism to obtain a street registration for ATVs and 
UTVs by the general public for use on public ways. 

 A bill may be introduced to create a street registration for UTVs for the general 
public. 

 
Frank Colon Memorial Service 

 Several MVTR members attended. 
 As planned, some of Franks ashes were run through the exhaust of his bike. 

 
New MVTR Members 

 Jim Soucy of Dunbarton rides a TTR230 with his daughter, who rides a TTR 125.  
 Wendy and Jeremy Richards and their kids are into ATVs and jeeps, but the kids 

want to ride trail bikes and they figured (rightly so) that MVTR would be a good 
place to start 
 

 There was no 50:50 raffle. 
 Tom adjourned the meeting at 8:41pm 


